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Recent Zone Activities 
 

 
John Hall refuels his airplane as Al Fraser and Chuck Wilson review the flight plan at The Pas, 26 May 2007 
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Target Activities for April 
By Peter Banman 

 
What a month for target activity. Firstly on April 
14th, Kris Lapointe accompanied me to Grant 
Pronishen’s farm. 
 
We were greeted and hosted to a morning cup of 
coffee and got acquainted. After coffee we found an 
ideal location at the north end of his grass strip, just 
south of a small bluff of trees, sheltered from the 
cool north breeze, with an unobstructed view to the 
east, south, and west. That was the projected flight 
path. We were to wave on the first pass, and if the 
second pass was required, use the mirror. There was 
a comment on being "lasered". It was an 
exceptionally sunny day, and the mirror worked 
well. Aircraft spacing and communication between 

aircraft, calling in and out 
of search areas was also 
very good. A good 
exercise to get started on. 
 
Our next destination for 
the night nav on the 20th 
was west of Rosser. Kris 
and I were joined by 
Ernie Gross, who doubled as road navigator and 
communicator. A great site, easily accessible, a 
great view to the projected track the aircraft were to 
use. 
 



We set up our portable campfire (thanks to Dave 
Danyluk's design), relaxed, waited, and told stories. 
Kris found a rock that could take a heavy lift crane 
to lift. Just a small addition to her rock garden. 
Mother Nature had quite a lighting display over the  
city. As discretion and safety came into play, Kris 
called St Andrews and we were recalled to base. 
This is the first time the target crew has been set up, 
ready, and waiting, and no aircraft left the base to 
start the flight and search. It was readily agreed to 
try on Monday the 23rd.  
 
Here we had a new location, across the Bay St Paul 
bridge near St Francis. Very nice setting, if you 
don't mind bee hives. 
 
The scenario was the same, get found and we did 
have the opportunity to fire a few flares. They 
apparently were not seen or were hard to see.  We 
may have waited too long or with just one spotter, 
he may have been looking to the opposite side. 

Really a well planned exercise, good location and 
the best of company. 
 
On Saturday the 28th, we were back to Grant's 
farm, where we dropped Dave Muralt off. After a 
brief introduction, Chris Black and I proceeded well 
east of Hwy 12, to what appeared to be the perfect 
location, just off the road, across a fence, in about 
200 feet, in the centre of a large clearing. Perfect if 
you like wood ticks. They were there by the bushel 
basket full. At any rate, we survived; the aircraft 
came, found us, and we got to use the mirror. As 
good fortune would have it there was a rather large 
brush fire to the north of us that proved to be quite 
an attention grabber. Again the aircraft spacing was 
good, calling in and out of search areas, etc. After 
the last aircraft, we proceeded back to Grant's to 
pick up Dave, to St Andrews for a quick debrief, 
and home in time for a quick shower before supper. 
How's this for a good day? 
 

 
Wings Presentation 11 May 

By Jim Bell 
 

 

 
Sgt Shawn Harrison speaks about his career and 
adventures as a SARTech. 
 
 
 

Eighty-nine people attended our seventh annual 
Wings Presentation evening at Larters Golf and 
Country Club. Four sets of wings and eleven long 
service pins were handed out. We enjoyed an 
excellent presentation by 435 Sqn SARTech 
Sergeant Shawn Harrison. The Commanding 
Officer of 435 Sqn, Lieutenant Colonel Shawn 
Friday, and Sgt Larry Renkas, RCMP, also joined 
us. 
 

 
Bill Hilash received navigator wings, and Les 
Beothy received nav and spotter wings, from Chief 
Nav Roland Biber. 
 


