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Recent Zone Activities
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Pre-flight meetings July 30 and August 5.
August 10 take off delayed due to weather
conditions. Airborne 12:30 pm.

We encountered some undesirable weather
conditions enroute and had to change altitude and
routing. A fuel stop at Y orkton was made and our
aircraft, C-GPTO landed in P.A. on schedule. Our
crew received an exceptionally warm welcome, and
we were given their Saskatchewan hospitality. The
event was very well organized and it was an
enjoyable weekend for us all.

After supper on Friday night there was a briefing
and each crew was assembled in a meeting room to
do the necessary prep work on maps. In the
following 2 days, we were successful in finding an
overdue aircraft, amissing boat, and a floatplane.
We were not able to spot the missing hikers and the
missing berry pickers. Proudly, our crew was able
to locate the ELT during our ground search.

By Ken Rigaux

During initial searches, we
were sometimes retasked to
adifferent search. This kept
the navigator busy as he
quickly plotted the new
search area. Some of the
search locations were
surrounded by lakes, unpopulated aresas, forests, or
uneven terrain, which made the tasks challenging
and interesting. The scenery was spectacular in the
areas we searched. Our crew discussed the results of
the searches and we realize the importance of
improving our skills on a continual basis.

Our flight home went well, as Clint our pilot took
advantage of atail wind at a high altitude, and we
landed at Steinbach early Sunday evening. We were
indeed proud to represent our zone.



A while ago Dan Beresa (bottom right in photo),
chief flying instructor at Harv s Air at St. Andrews,
invited Jerry Roehr to make a CASARA
presentation to the Air Cadets and other interested
Harv s Air students.

This one and one half hour session took place on
Monday, August 13, 2007 at 3:30 in the afternoon.

By Jerry Roehr

Ten Air Cadets, Capt
Delmage, and seven
foreign students from
India.as well as Dan
Beresa were introduced to
CASARA s mandate with
special emphasis on flight
planning, and when and how to expect rescue
operation in case of aforced off airport landing.
Everyone also had the opportunity to view avideo
about the 121.5 and 406 Emergency L ocator
Transmitter (ELT) signal.

From the reaction and from questions asked by the
participants, it seemed that everyone gained an in-
depth knowledge about aviation safety in general
and search operations in particular.

At 5:24 am, Jerry Roehr received a telephone call
from JRCC Trenton requesting four spottersto crew
on a CC-130 search aircraft to look for a missing
boat on the North Basin of Lake Winnipeg. Spotters
were to arrive at 435 Sgn by 7:30 am. Herc 341
took off at 8 am with CASARA members Al Fraser,
Ernie Gross, Bill Hilash, and Ken Rigaux on board.

At 8:45 the Herc began a shore crawl, at 500
starting at Catfish Point and proceeding north
toward Poplar Point. Conditions were difficult due
to 40 knot winds, and rain squalls in search area.
There were a number of call-arounds over the many
small islands in the area with negative results. The
search areawas significantly littered with discarded
fish trays and other brightly coloured items.

At 10:25, the aircraft was retasked to find a missing
aircraft near Stead. We commenced a sector search
over the heavily wooded area. There were RCMP,
fire and ambulance personnel in the area, but there
was difficulty communicating with them. A
helicopter arrived shortly after and communication
was established through them. At 11:25 the crashed
aircraft was sighted and ground personnel directed
to the site, but the pilot died in the crash.

Excerpted from Al Fraser s search report
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A helicopter flies by the crashed airplane, near
Sead Photo by Ken Rigaux

The aircraft returned to the original search area and
continued the shore crawl until a small boat and two
people were sighted on along spit of land. Another
small boat was seen approaching the missing boat.
At 1:15 pm aradio was dropped to the boats and
communication was established. The captain of the
second boat confirmed that the other people were
the ones that we were looking for and that he was
going to take them back to Berens Island. At 2:30
pm our members headed home from CFB
Winnipeg.



All participants from Wpg Zone gathered at
Brandon Airport for 08:30 local time. Jerry Roehr
flew in with Roland Biber, Chuck Wilson drove out
in one vehicle with Kris Buschau-L apointe, and
Peter Banman drove out with Al Fraser in a second
vehicle. The vehicles were required to provide
vehicles for homing while in the Brandon area.

The briefing began shortly after the scheduled time,
with Fred Eshpeter providing the technical
explanation for two antenna vehicle homing. The
detail was substantial and Fred did an excellent job
of telling us how the Lil Helper works and how the
antenna patterns work. Fred went on to explain how
and where to place the antennas on the vehicle and
how to use the two antennas to home.

Because this was the first time we had tried this
method, it took a bit of trial and error to home in to

Excerpted from Chuck Wilson s exercise report

the ELT. However, al three teamsdid find the ELT.
We then reconvened back at the Brandon airport to
discuss our findings. Next an ELT was placed in
close proximity to the restaurant where we wereto
meet for lunch. Again, some teams found the ELT
in short order, others took a bit longer.

This method is definitely easier for setup and is
similar to the homing we do in an aircraft; however
we have also been using the four antenna method
for some time and need to fully understand if the
time savings can be realized.

Many thanksto Fred Eshpeter and the members of
Brandon Zone who were so kind to put on the
training and take the time to show us this new
method. This is an example of how we can work
together as ateam and pass knowledge along from
Zone to Zone.

On Thursday August 29, 2007, Jerry Roehr spent
another day introducing young people to aviation
and aviation safety to some, perhaps, future
aviators. The occasion was aweek long Vacation
Bible School at his home congregation, St. Peter s
Lutheran Church.

In three different sessions, fifty-one young people,
ages three to twelve, were given a briefing about the
aims and objectives of CASARA, and more
importantly, were taught how to help others and
themselves in case they ever become lost.

The portable Plexiglas display and various slides
were used to emphasize the importance of staying
where you are and to make yourself visible. We
know the sessions went well when one of the

By Jerry Roehr

children said afterwards. | want to do what you




The Labour Day long weekend was bifurcated
neatly by a phone call from Constable Taylor of the
Headingley RCMP Detachment. A man was
missing near the Assiniboine River, by St Eustache.
A crew was assembled — Jim Bell, pilot, Les
Beothy, nav, and Bob Miller and Moe Shpak as
spotters - and the airplane took off two hours and
fifteen minutes after receiving the call.

We estimated that the missing man would be
unlikely to travel more than four to five miles from
the LKP. Upon arrival in the search area, we found
that there were natural obstacles at approximately
that distance in three directions, and those, along
with the Assiniboine River to the north, became our
search boundaries. The other obstacles were the
Trans-Canada Highway to the south, Highway 430

to the west, and the town of St Eustache to the east.

Typical search terrain, with thick bush along the
river.

The area had already been heavily searched by
ground teams, including a dog team. We felt that
the most likely place to find him was along the
river, so we flew a crawl along the river in both

By Jim Bell

directions first. Areas that were particularly hegvil
treed got additional coverage.

Once the river crawls were complete, we carried out
a CLA along section roads. The area was fairly
open, but with areas of dense bush, generally
following the creeks. There were also numerous
farm buildings where a missing person could hole
up. At one point, a person matching the description
was spotted walking across a field near St Eustache.
We called the sighting in to the RCMP, who
responded very quickly, but unfortunately, the
person wasn't the one we were looking for.

The gps track from the search. The area at the top is
along the Assiniboine River. The area by St
Eustache is where the person was spotted walking
in the field. The two weaving tracks crossing the
CLA are creek crawls.

With the CLA complete, we flew a final pass down
the river, and returned to St Andrews.

The next day, the man was found alive and well in a
barn. He was taken to Portage Hospital for
observation.



