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Recent Zone Activities 
 

Dead Reckoning / Instrument Flight Exercise 8 September 
 

 
Dave Danyluk flies under the hood during the Dead 
Reckoning / Instrument Flight exercise. 
 
Fourteen members participated in our first �dead 
reckoning� exercise. Four aircraft flew a route east 
from St Andrews, ending up at Waynner�s field in 
Beausejour. Each crew, except one, consisted of 
two pilots and a navigator. The nav�s role was to 
provide headings and timings, without reference to 
the ground. One pilot acted as a look-out, while the 
other pilot flew under the hood, to practise flying on 
instruments. In Beausejour, after a fine 
cheeseburger and milkshake lunch, the pilots 
switched seats and flew the same route back to St 
Andrews. 
 

 
The fleet at Beausejour airfield. 

 
Fine dining at Waynner�s in Beausejour. 

 
The ex provided excellent practice in flying on 
instruments, but the dead reckoning aspect was less 
successful, as the GPS tracks revealed wide 
deviations from the route. 
 
 
 

 
The out and back routes by one of our airplanes, 
flown on instruments without ground reference. We 
do better when we look out the windows.



Level One 15 September 
 
Welcome to our new members who attended the 
Level 1 and did their first spotting flights on 
Saturday 15 September. They are: Patrick Buat, 

Mark Kwiatkowski, Neil Laird, Felix Oketayot, 
Hope Oketayot, Stan Perks, Pedro Pontanillo, Dan 
Reichert, Ryan Scott, Gary Storey, and Paul Turner.

 
Nav Refresher 18 September 

By Bill Hilash 
 
Roland Biber began the evening by introducing 
Andrew and listing his credentials and experience. 
Andrew spends most of his time, at the moment, 
flying a Government of Canada King Air on IFR x-
country trips but he claimed to enjoy the return to 
his roots and the personal refresher on VFR flight 
that preparing the evening’s program provided to 
him.   
 
Andrew began by emphasizing the various indexes 
in the Canada Flight Supplement, and then worked 
the group through some of the lesser known 
resources and tables of information contained 
within it. Andrew continued to challenge the group 
with questions about each topic as he covered it and 
this led to a lively discussion.   
 

 
Photos via Bill Hilash 

 
The material we covered was never dry as Andrew 
kept interest up with a variety of “war stories” and 
illustrative examples. Using one these examples he 
explained to us how important it is when you are 
outbound from an aerodrome to monitor the 
Mandatory Frequency past the 5 mile point in case 
you are on the reciprocal course of fast inbound 
traffic that is well outside of 5 miles but already on 
MF and off 126.7 (the en route frequency).   

The training then moved onto airspace and that’s 
where the grins came off of the faces in the room. 
Andrew reviewed all of the different types of 
airspace in southern Manitoba with us but he spent 
the majority of his time emphasizing areas where 
VFR CASARA flights would be most likely to 
encounter conflicts with other traffic. In particular, 
he warned us about the area immediately to the east 
of St Andrews where it is very common to find IFR 
training aircraft blindly doing procedure turns at the 
exact altitude that we transit that area.   
 

 
Lily Ellison and Bill Evans participate in the 
practical exercise. 
 
All personnel were then instructed to organize their 
chairs into “cockpit format” and a time-limited 
questionnaire was handed out. Crew interaction was 
restricted through specifically assigned limitations 
to activity and communication. As the crews 
worked on the questions, Andrew kept confusing 
the situation, mirroring possible flight conditions, 
by changing the exercise instructions and making 
noises. It was interesting watching the different 
crews work their way through the exercise using 
different methods. One pilot and co-pilot missed 
answering some of the questions because they 
forgot to involve their spotters despite their spotters 
being very experienced CASARA staff who knew 
the answers to the questions.


