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Recent Zone Activities 
 

 
CASARA Manitoba members participated in a joint search exercise in Swan River. Participants gathered in a 
local restaurant on Saturday evening. From left, Butch Martin (Swan River), Marvin Monchka (Brandon), 
Clarence McLaughlin (Brandon), Tim Spiece, Bob Hayes (The Pas), Al Fraser, John Carley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We�ve made several changes to 
the training schedule for the 
remainder of the training year. 
Please check the schedule at the 
end of this newsletter, or check 
the schedule on-line at 
www.casaraman.org/sched_1. 
 
Level 1 � Nov 24 
Winter Survival Training � Jan 5 & 6 
Winter Survival Ex � Feb 16 & 17 
 
We have also rescheduled the 
nav training to the weekend of 26 
� 27 Jan. 

CASARA Manitoba Jackets 

 
 
The cut off date for the first 
batch of orders is 15 
November, so please call Jim 
Bell at 786-4809 if you intend 
to order. You must still send 
in the order form (at the end of 
the newsletter). 

CASARA Winnipeg T-shirts 
 
We are offering CASARA 
Winnipeg T-shirts. They are 
navy in colour, with the 
CASARA circular logo on 
the left breast, and CIVIL 
AIR SEARCH AND 
RESCUE � WINNIPEG on 
the back. They are available 
in long and short sleeve 
versions. Use the order 
form at the end of the 
newsletter. 



ELT Air and Ground Search 30 October 
By Dave Danyluk 

 
On Tuesday 30 October, at approximately 12:10 
pm, I received a cell call from Roland Biber, who 
was relaying the call for Jim Bell.  A Hercules 
aircraft from 435 Squadron was on scene working 
south of Winnipeg, looking for an ELT, but had to 
go on another task, and JRCC wanted us to take 
over. Would I be able to respond for an ELT 
search? I stated I was available and Roland 
provided a few details of ELT location. I was 
advised to standby while he made some calls 
regarding crewing, aircraft, etc.  In the meanwhile I 
started to drive to St. Andrews Airport to get a head 
start. 
 
Roland returned the call with information regarding 
crew, aircraft, launch time and I was to call Jim Bell 
for additional information from JRCC.  My crew 
was Les Beothy as navigator and Al Fraser as 
spotter, who were dispatched to St. Andrews 
Airport. Upon my arrival, I called Jim and he gave 
me the co-ordinates of two hits from JRCC. I signed 
out C-172 FNIQ and conducted the pre-flight 
checks. Les and Al arrived and assisted in the 
installation of ELT equipment and its function test. 
 
Engine started at 1:24 pm and Bingo was calculated 
at 4:54. Departure was a straight out climb to 2500 
feet from Rwy 18 direct to the south end of 
Winnipeg. St. Andrews Tower cleared NIQ to 
Winnipeg Tower frequency and Winnipeg Tower 
advised us to remain east of the International 
Airport if possible. The homer needle started to get 
sensitive just south of the north Perimeter.  We 
continued to fly a southerly heading until the south 
Perimeter when the signal was the weakest. A 
boxing technique was flown in the vicinity of 
Fermor and Ste Anne�s and the signal appeared to 

indicate to Lyncrest Airport.  
Landing at Lyncrest at 2:10 
pm, there were several club 
members working on their 
projects.  Both sets of walk-
around equipment were 
assembled, and Al and Les 
started the process of locating 
the ELT.  I started to check the far end of hangar 
line with a hand held radio and questioned any 
member present who had flown or was working on 
their aircraft. Approximately one hour was spent on 
the ground and no ELT signal found.  We called 
Jim to update the process, and were advised to 
proceed to Fermor and Ste Anne�s by air. 
 
The second flight departed Lyncrest at 3:14 pm for 
the previous location.  The homer picked up the 
signal again, but the aircraft radio only picked a 
couple of very weak signals on 121.50. We noted 
there were several Hydro transmission lines in the 
area.  Les was in contact with Jim by cell phone and 
he was on the way to assist by car.  Bingo time was 
nearing.  Jim advised us to return to St. Andrews 
and get a car kit, and return to Fermor and Ste 
Anne�s area. 
 
We landed at St. Andrews at 4:06 pm and Les and 
Al removed the ELT equipment from NIQ. I 
completed the journey log book entries and installed 
the car kit on my vehicle. We all drove to Supervalu 
on Fermor and Ste Anne�s Road in separate 
vehicles, and started an expanding square search 
from that location.  During the search, Jim advised 
us that the signal had gone off the air, and we were 
stood down by JRCC.  The car kit was removed and 
everyone went for a late supper.



 
Fall Spotter Refresher  25 October 

By Darlene Searcy 
 
From seven o�clock to nine o�clock in the evening 
last week about 10 spotters attended a Fall Spotter 
Refresher at the Training Centre. I had put together 
a varied agenda for the evening and we spent an 
enjoyable two hours while going over some 
important points and some laughs as well.  
 
We had some new members attending and some 
experienced ones as well, which makes for a good 
combination. I wanted to go over the Exercise 
Briefing protocol and what role the Spotter plays in 
this.   
 
Primarily, what are we going to be doing and where 
are we going, in other words; what information 
should the Spotter be listening for? For instance, 
what is the search pattern (if known)? Why is it 
important to sit with your crew? We discussed the 
Spotter role beyond the actual business of visually 
searching for a target. We also went over the 
Spotter Checklist  (5.1) from the CASARA 
Handbook.   
 
What does one mile look like anyway? When a 
spotter is given a search distance, it is generally one 
mile for an exercise. Luckily for us in the Prairies, 
one mile can be easily visualised using the land 
section lines, which are very clearly mapped out.  
Once you have a good visual memory of this 
distance, you will be able to apply it to any 
topography.  
 
Call Reluctance � this term was not originally a part 
of aviation lexicon, it was the creation of the sales 
industry, particularly the dreaded �cold call� 
salespeople were and still are expected to make in 
order to drum up business.  From our point of view 
as CASARA Spotters, the term refers to the 
psychological anxiety experienced by Spotters 
(military and civilian) when called upon to perform 
publicly under stressful situations. Basically, we 
fear failure and disapproval and are unable to 
overcome an inner block that says, �you are 
unable�. I stressed again and again that experience 
and practice will enable us to overcome this very 

normal, basic fear. Our 
reluctance to stand up to 
the challenge is a form of 
self-defeat and you are 
always your own harshest 
critic.  The fact is that 
you have lots of life 
experience, you are 
successful in life, or you 
would not have the time and motivation to give to 
others who are in need. A volunteer for such 
stressful work already has the confidence, focus, 
and balanced life, he or she only needs practice 
seeing the visual image and conveying what he or 
she is seeing to the pilot or other professionals on 
the aircraft. Clear communication is the hardest 
aspect for a Spotter to master. This is the challenge.    
 
Search patterns were identified and their capabilities 
and primary use discussed using a bit of fun and 
participation from the Spotters. I meant to 
demonstrate the Hercules Seat Swap and get the 
participants moving but managed to forget the item, 
even though it was on my agenda.  A coffee break 
was provided, I had baked all the doughnuts and 
manufactured the plastic box they came in that 
morning at home.    
 
For the last section of the Refresher we watched and 
discussed a DND video called More Cold Facts - 
Hypothermia and Post Rescue Collapse.    Did you 
know you should never take off your clothes after 
landing in cold water? They provide heat and 
protection from the water. In fact, put as much 
insulation on as possible. After that, the participants 
completed a short survey I had prepared; questions 
included the perceived usefulness of the recent 
Spotter Exercises, primary enjoyment of 
volunteering for CASARA, etc.    
 
All in all, as in any training session, the CASARA 
participants attended with a positive attitude and we 
had, I feel, a successful evening.  Please let me 
know if you have any other ideas that you would 
like to see for upcoming training sessions!



 
Joint Major Search Exercise, Swan River 20 � 21 Oct ober 

By John Carley 
 
Ever wonder why a CASARA pilot is literally 
asking a restaurant manager if the sign �No shirt, 
No shoes, No service� really means what it says?  If 
you were in the St. Andrews restaurant at 7:10 am 
October 20, you might have seen such a sight.  
Amazing how a simple thing such as accidentally 
locking your room door when heading for the 
morning shower can leave you in a no shirt, no 
shoes predicament which gets your day off to a not-
so-good start.  However, after a tough time with 
some ice on the wings, (no hangar space available at 
Harv�s Air Service the previous night) the rest of 
the Swan River exercise went well. 
 
CASARA members from Brandon, Winnipegosis, 
The Pas, Flin Flon, Swan River, Dauphin, and 
Winnipeg (and Carman) congregated at Swan River 
for the joint exercise.  The weather, which was of 
some concern initially, co-operated well and meant 
the group was able to take part in the search 
exercises.  Possibly for the first time in Manitoba�s  
history, CASARA carried out every search type in 
the handbook � even a contour search.  Crews were 
made up of members from the various zones to give 
practice working with unfamiliar crewmembers on a 
search. 
 
Media personnel from the local radio station were 
on hand and I, along with navigator Walter 
Mychalchuk, had the privilege of showing media 
person Melissa McCullough what a search looked 
like from the air.  We located one target, the Swan 
Valley Air Cadets, out on a survival exercise, but 
have to admit we could not find the second target.   
 

 

Clarence McLaughlin 
(Brandon) and Jim Bell 
glance over some of the map 
sheets used at the Swan River 
exercise.  This is only a small 
portion of the paperwork 
necessary to carry out such a 
weekend. Photo by John Carley 
 
Lessons learned and / or practised: 
 

  Use caution if you turn toward a hill or 
upslope when doing a call around. The 
slopes of the Swan River Valley are 
great places to reinforce this caution as 
they are not abruptly steep but still of 
enough relief you have to be aware of 
them.  

  Working with unfamiliar crewmembers 
means you have to really pay attention 
when communicating. 

  Forests on the top of the Porcupine 
Mountains do not have section lines. 

  Faded orange airplanes blend into dry 
pastures in the fall when the grass has 
turned tan. 

  Turning the inside door knob when 
leaving a room does not automatically 
unlock the door when you leave your 
room. 

 
All-in-all, this exercise was well planned and well 
thought out, especially the selection of crew 
members from different zones on each search that 
gave valuable experience in working with 
unfamiliar people. The time and effort spent by all 
involved were well rewarded by the success of the 
weekend.  We need more of this type of exercise as 
it practises the basic search patterns and techniques 
in an unfamiliar area and with unfamiliar crews. 
Many thanks to those who planned this event.



Kearns Lake ON Search 15 October 
By Al Fraser 

  
On October 12, Jerry Roehr received a call from 
Capt Pierre Balduc at JRCC Trenton, requesting 
four spotters for a search for an overdue aircraft 70 
nm northeast of Thunder Bay. Jerry accepted and 
called Trevor Mueller to call the spotters, who were 
to arrive at 16 Hangar by 7:30 am. Roland Biber, 
Judith Biber, Bill Hilash and I met at the SARTech 
lounge and went out to the Herc, call sign Rescue 
23, where we were briefed. The object of the search 
was a Cessna 206, white with red, with one 68 year-
old male on board. (All times CDT.) 
 
8:18 am - Take off and transit to the search area. 
The last known position was Kearns Lake. There 
had been a report of the sound of a crash shortly 
after the aircraft took off from a local lodge. The 
crew decided to do a shore crawl clockwise and 
then counterclockwise around the lake, which is 
about three miles wide. This would be followed up 
by a CLA one way and then another diagonal to the 
first. 
 
9:23 am On SAR flying a Shore Crawl at 500’. 
 
9:25 am Spotted an oil slick and white and red 
object at the surface of the lake. A couple of more 
passes over the object determined that it looked like 
an aircraft but it couldn’t be confirmed. There were 
a couple of boats nearby which turned out to be the 
OPP. A radio was dropped to them and 
communication was established. It was decided that 
the SARTechs would parachute in with their 
SCUBA gear and confirm the identity of the object. 
 
11:25 am The SARTechs jumped and were picked 
up by the OPP. 
 
11:50 am A bundle containing dive gear was 
dropped, and taken to the lodge to get ready for the 
dive. 
 
1:20 pm The divers confirmed that the object was 
the missing aircraft and the pilot was “black”, ie 
deceased. We continued to circle until the body had 
been extracted from the aircraft at the request of the 
OPP, and returned to shore. It was decided that the 
lodge owner would fly the SARTechs and their kit 

back to Thunder Bay where 
we would pick them up and 
return to CFB Winnipeg. 
 
3:10 pm Touched down in 
Thunder Bay, where we 
were met by two members 
of Thunder Bay CASARA 
who offered us any assistance we might need, and 
the use of their hangar if required. We thanked 
them, but declined their offer as the search had 
ended. There was a concern about the SARTechs 
flying after diving, but the aircraft commander 
advised that he could pressurise the aircraft to sea 
level, so the SARTechs decided to return on the 
Herc. 
 
6:07 pm Touched down at CFB Winnipeg. 
 
8:30 pm Departed CFB Winnipeg for home. 
 
 

 

 


