Recent Zone Activities
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Dryden participants John Carley, Don Barnard, Kris Buschau-Lapoi

T

nte,_figve Binch, Sheniza BI acurn, Seve

Fleming, Ken Rigaux, Ron Bay, Chuck Wilson, Moe Shpak, Ken Ironsides, John Hall, Bonnie Camara, Jerry
Roehr, Jari Sarkka, Roland Biber, Jason Hughes in front of a Thunder Bay Cessna 170.

The plan was quite simple fly three airplanes out
to Dryden, two hours east, meet with three airplanes
flown out to Dryden by CASARA Thunder Bay,
arriving by about 10 am on Saturday, hold a nice
little joint exercise on Saturday and Sunday
morning, then fly home Sunday afternoon.

On Saturday morning, a front that was supposed to
move through to the southeast, instead stalled
between Winnipeg and Kenora. Except for a major
storm covering a line from Windsor ON to St

John sNL, every airport in the country was VFR
except for Winnipeg, St Andrews, Kenora, and
occasionally Red Lake. So we delayed. At 10 am,
Thunder Bay temporarily went below VFR limits,

and two of their pilots called it aday. The weather
there improved shortly afterwards, and one Thunder
Bay airplane made it to Dryden by mid-afternoon,
and flew one of the scheduled flights.

In the meantime, twelve Winnipeg members sat
around the Training Centre and looked &t the falling
snow. Finally, after five hours of waiting, the
weather lifted sufficiently, and we headed off to
Dryden, arriving just after 6 pm. We met up with
the Thunder Bay members, fuelled the airplanes,
pushed them into the hangar, loaded our bags into a
couple of vans, and headed to the hotel. After
settling in, we headed to the Patricia Inn for steak



and enough cheesecake to cause serious weight and
balance problems.

Much too early on Sunday, after atime change and
breakfast, we gathered again at the airport, set up
the search headquarters, and got going at last. One
more Thunder Bay airplane arrived at about the
same time. The third Thunder Bay airplane had a
magneto problem before departure and had to
cancel.

Mixed crews were made up, ensuring that each
airplane had at least one member from the other
zone. Unfortunately, due to weight, airplanes had to
fly with only three members. Two members, John
Hall and Steve Fleming, took the rental van down
the road to near Vermillion Bay and set out an ELT.

Terrai orth of Kenora is quite different from what
we re used to, with narrow lakes and cliffs.

We did encounter a few problems along the way.
Our mobile radio was ineffective beyond about five
miles, due to missing parts. As aresult, planned
diverts (usually an oxymoron) were given to the
crews before departure. Crews carried out parallel
track searches, with divertsto carry out expanding
sguares, sector searches, or ELT searches.

One airplane got asurprise divert. Thunder Bay
zone commander Jason Hughes and Bonnie Camara
contacted the other Thunder Bay airplane, and
simulated being lost in the air. The other airplane
successfully homed on Jason s airplane, using the
ELT homer.

The target, as seen from one of the Thunder Bay
airplanes. Photo via Jason Hughes

By 3:30 pm, all airplanes were on the way back, and
we started winding down. We had a group debrief,
with notes taken on how to make the exercise better
next time. By 5 pm, everyone was on the way

home, with the Winnipeg airplanes arriving just
after 7 pm.

Special thanks must go to Alf Northam, who came
in on Friday and Sunday to lay out and receive
equipment, Ron Bay, who came out on Friday to
help set up, Jason Hughes, for setting up the
Thunder Bay end, Vaughn Cochrane of Hicks &
Lawrence, who helped hangar the airplanes, and
especially George Friesen, the Dryden airport
manager, who gave us access to part of the airport
terminal for use as a headquarters, and who gave us
everything we asked for, and then a lot more that
we needed but didn t ask for.

We re looking forward now to the Kenora exercise
in May, with CASARA Thunder Bay. Wetry to
meet in Kenora each year to provide spotter training
to the Lake of the Woods Search and Rescue group
(LOWSAR).



By Jerry Roehr

No, it is not the same headline as in the February decommissioning of the
newsletter issue because in that one it reads: "Three 121.5 ELT signal and
Seminars imMhree Days”. replacing it with a 406 ELT
beacon in February 2009.
As you may know, besides search and rescue operations, Jerry showed the Transport
CASARA is mandated to promote aviation safety on Canada video, which our
behalf of one of our funding partners, Transport Canada.  zone participated in
Last month, we reported that on Thursday, January 31, producing, and was able to answer many questions
2008 we “fiIIed_the room to the brim” at our an_nu_al Rust based on his research with Transport Canada,
'\R/Iirsn;:/g Seminar at the Western Canada Aviation Industry Canada, Aviall Canada Ltd. and the
Canadian Owners and Pilot Association.

EMO conference

In response to inquiries following that event, Jerry
Roehr talked about CASARA to about 120 people

as part of the Fire Commissioner’s presentation at a Russell

special session of the Emergency Measures _ ) ]

Organization annual conference in Winnipeg. For more information with respect to the 406 ELT
(Sorry the picture is not very good.) In other four requirements you may call Jerry at 981-4288r

days, he also traveled to Lac du Bonnet, Morden March 28, 2008
and Russell to present CASARA to the local Flying
Clubs. Total attendance at these functions was 35.

Morden Lac du Bonnet

Besides talking about CASARA's role in search and
rescue operations, the main topic was the



