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Recent Zone Activities 
 

RCMP Search Near Teulon 14 � 15 May 
 
An 84 year old man went to walk his three dogs just 
before noon on Wednesday 14 May. When he 
hadn�t returned by 4 pm, the family called the 
RCMP. Jerry Roehr received a call from the RCMP 
to fly one airplane on Wednesday evening. Our 
crew of Jerry Roehr, Mark Webster, Tom Park, and 
Ken Rigaux searched the area without success. The 
same crew flew again on Thursday morning. When 

they returned to St Andrews, the next crew, John 
Hall, Alf Northam, Bob Miller, and Grace Schedler, 
briefed and departed for the search area. Just as they 
arrived in the search area, the missing man was 
found by a chartered helicopter equipped with an 
infra-red camera. He was evacuated, and will be 
okay. 

 
Wings Presentation Evening 9 May 

By Jerry Roehr 
 
Two-thirds of our Winnipeg Zone members, 
together with their family and friends, attended the 
eighth annual Wings Presentation at Larters Golf 
and Country Club.  We believe everyone enjoyed a 
fine evening of fellowship, a very good meal, and 
an informative guest speaker. Twenty of our 
members were present to receive CASARA pilot 
and spotter wings, while eight persons were 
recognized for their 5, 10, and 20 years of volunteer 
service to CASARA. 
 

 
 
The emcee, Jerry Roehr, focused his remarks on the 
volunteer opportunities within CASARA and our 
privilege to live in a great country like Canada. The 

guest speaker, LCol Michel 
Brisebois, senior staff officer 
responsible for all search and 
rescue operations within the 
Canadian Air Force, provided 
a unique perspective to some 
of the past rescue 
operations, but more importantly, focused on the 
future challenges.  From his remarks it may become 
obvious that CASARA will continue to have an 
important, or even a more enhanced role in the 
years ahead. 
 
We thank all those who contributed to the success 
of the event, and in particular, our auction sponsors, 
435 Squadron, John Hall, Labatt Breweries, 
Manitoba Aviation Council, Manitoba Telecom 
Services, Murray Hyundai, Nina Notaro, Olympic 
Building Supplies, Palliser Furniture, Pepsi 
Bottling, St Andrews Airport Authority, and T&T 
Seeds. Prizes contributed to the auction resulted in 
extra income of $750. 
 
If you missed this year’s Wings Presentation, be 
sure to plan to attend next year.

 



Missing Person Search Repulse Bay � Hall Beach 5 & 8 May 
From Bill Hilash�s Search Report 

 
A family of 7 (two adults in their 30s and five 
children ages 11, 8, 4, 1, 1) departed Repluse Bay, 
NT, on Thursday, May 1, destined for Hall Beach, 
NT, via the �western route� snowmobile trail. The 
family was travelling via a black Polaris 
snowmobile and pulling a sled. The family speaks 
English and there are no known medical issues 
except possible slight asthma in one of the infants. 
The family was reported overdue on Saturday, May 
3. Weather in the area has been poor and several 
previous search attempts have had to be called off. 
CASARA members Chris Black, Stu Ferguson, 
Moe Shpak, and Tim Spiece went on a trip on 5 
May, but the flight returned due to low ceilings. 
 
CASARA members Peter Banman, Bill Evans, Bill 
Hilash, and Moe Shpak report to 435 Squadron just 
in time to catch the flight. Rescue 23 is assigned a 
track crawl at 1,000� & 1 nm, beginning at Repulse 
Bay and following a track assigned by JRCC that 
approximates the �western route�.  Consecutive legs 
are to be flown to 5 nm either side of track. Weather 
throughout the region is poor, with low ceilings and 
some freezing drizzle reported.  There is a Twin 
Otter, �Vampire 03�, tail number 803, also 
searching in the area, as well as a mining helicopter 
C-GSLY from Roche Bay Camp. It is reported that 
there are 2 broken down snowmobiles in the search 
area, one black, one yellow, which have been 
identified as not the target by ground search crews. 
There are also 3 ground search crews working on 
snowmobile from either end of the track, but there 
is no description of them or position available. It is 
reported that one of the ground search groups is 
following snowmobile tracks and that some items 
thought to be the family�s (clothing and duffle bag) 
is located at N67 53 W083 15, approximately 2 nm 
east of the track. JRCC requests that extra diligence 
in the search begin 10 nm south of this point.   
 
All airports in the search region report that only 
emergency fuel is available as they are waiting for a 
supply ship. Closest fuel for Rescue 23 will be 

Iqaluit, Churchill, or Winnipeg. Fuel management 
will be critical as the track is 211 nm long and 
Rescue 23 may not have enough fuel on board to 
complete the search.  
 
1851Z � Rescue 23 arrives at Repulse Bay, cloud 
tops 7300 ASL bottoms 800 ASL 
 
1857Z � commence search. Several times weather 
conditions necessitated climbing out of cloud, and 
reestablishing visual references so that the search 
could continue. The terrain was mainly flat and 
featureless, containing thousands of black rocks that 
were the size and shape of snowmobiles partially 
covered by snow. Multiple snowmobile tracks were 
identified that ran along the JRCC track, which 
were taken to be the �western route�. One call 
around (rock) and one herd of caribou were spotted. 
 
2010Z � JRCC advises that one of the ground 
search groups had found and identified the missing 
family. All were well. Rescue 23 transits to N67 50 
W084 23. 
 
2023Z � �On top now�. A number of people, 3 
snowmobiles with sleds and a large white tent are 
clearly visible. The family is approximately 17 nm 
west of the track. 
 
2031Z � Rescue 23 contacts helo C-GSLY and 
coordinates evacuation of the family. It will take the 
helo two trips and he must take them to Roche Bay 
Camp instead of Hall Beach because of low fuel. 
JRCC advises Rescue 23 to fly cover until all 
members of the family have been evacuated. 
Amazingly in such a bleak, barren area 100 miles 
from Repulse Bay and 80 miles from Hall Beach, 
additional snowmobiles and people keep on arriving 
during the entire time that Rescue 23 is on scene. 
Eventually there are 9 snowmobiles on scene. 
 
2125Z � all family members are in the evacuation 
helo and Rescue 23 departs for Winnipeg.

 
 
 
 
 



Spotter Exercise 3 May 
By Trevor Mueller 

 
Spring’s first Spotter Ex was hugely successful 
thanks to the many attendees.  This ex simulated a 
first tasking response from JRCC to an overdue 
flight.  Given no other reports or ELT hits, a return 
type track crawl was plotted along the flight plan of 
3 missing ultralight airplanes. 
 

 
Direct hit with a mirror. Via Trevor Mueller 
 

Departing near CYAV, the ultralights intended to 
visit a number of private airstrips before reaching 
Oak Hammock Airpark.  All destinations and target 
locations were chosen from Google Earth imagery 
during the planning stage for this ex, based on 
likeness to rural airstrips and ease of access by 
ground crews. To add challenge for spotters, 
everyone on hand, including one guest, were 
deployed in 3 groups, setting 6 individual tarp 
targets on both legs of the pattern specifically for 
left, right, and under the aircraft spotting.  
Additionally Edgar Schreiber agreed to spend the 
morning in his backyard, watching over the aircraft 
pieces he recently moved there.  As well, he acted 
as a leisurely seventh target.  Manning of targets is 
vitally important, it allows aircrews to distinguish 
from many farmers' tarps, and spotters reported an 
average of 4 call-arounds each, getting much useful 
practice. 

 
GPS tracks from the Spotter Ex. The red line is the “missing aircraft track”, the purple line is 
the search track, starting from St Andrews (CYAV), going to the CSP, and then around the route 
counterclockwise to Oak Hammock (CAV9), and returning clockwise. The green, blue, and 
yellow lines are the tracks of the individual aircraft. Google Earth image by Trevor Mueller


