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Recent Zone Activities 
 

ELT Homing Exercise 10 June 
By Jerry Roehr 

 
The exercise was delayed from the previous day 
because of weather. At 6:00 pm Jerry Roehr 
simulated a JRCC briefing by only providing the 
simulated satellite-identified location near 
Beausejour and for the St. Andrews Airport.  JRCC 
and St. Andrews Tower were notified of the 
exercise.  
 
When the first aircraft departed for the ELT air 
search, the crew of the second aircraft started the 
ground search. Once the first aircraft finished the air 
search, the roles for both crews were reversed. 
 
The first aircraft left almost one hour after the start 
of the briefing. The aural null ELT location was 
plotted about 8 miles to the east of the actual ELT 
location.  Using the �L-Per� ELT homer (illustrated 
in the photo below), the ELT location plotted was 
within ‰ mile of the ELT. 
 

 

The second aircraft, using 
the aural null method, 
successfully plotted the 
ELT within 1 mile of the 
actual location. Using the 
L�elper method, they 
plotted the location within 
‰ mile.   
 
For the ground ELT search, both crews were unable 
to locate the ELT location. At 10:00 pm, it was 
decided that both crews will follow an ELT homing 
equipped vehicle and that the search co-ordinator 
would explain the various ELT signals. A number 
of stops were made for 12 people to gather around 
two L�elpers and instructions were provided to 
complement the crew knowledge. Using a vehicle, 
hand held homing, and VHF radio, the ELT signal 
was successfully located on a residential property 
just east of the airport.   
 
The crews indicated that this crew specific training 
was valuable as a knowledgeable person was with 
them at the ground search. A further specific ELT 
ground search exercise was requested. Not one 
radio communication was missed.  
 
So what did we learn? Crews must not assume ELT 
locations but must trust their equipment.



 
Provincial Annual General Meeting 31 May 

 
CASARA Winnipeg hosted the provincial annual 
general meeting on 31 May. We heard reports from 
the members of the provincial executive, then had a 
talk from Sgt Larry Renkas of the RCMP �Hasty� 
ground search and rescue team. Our speaker was 
supposed to be from JRCC, but he had to cancel, so 
Larry very kindly stepped forward on short notice to 
address our members. 
 

 
Part of the crowd at the provincial AGM 

 

We had a discussion and a vote on the new zone 
boundaries. There was some dissatisfaction with the 
proposed boundaries, so as part of accepting the 
motion, we agreed to revisit the issue at the next 
AGM. 
 

  
Kevin Choy  Perry Oxford 

 
Finally, we held elections for vice-president and 
treasurer. Kevin Choy (vp, Brandon) and Perry 
Oxford (treasurer, Thompson) were both acclaimed 
into these positions.

 
Armed Forces Day at Portage la Prairie 31 May 

By Jerry Roehr 
 
On Saturday, May 31, 2008, at the Southport 
Airport, the Navy, Army, and Air Force, supported 
by the Southport Aerospace Centre Inc. and Allied 
Wings, presented static displays and an air show 
which included the Snow Birds and other aircraft.  
 

 
Peter Banman explains CASARA�s role to visitors. 
Photo via Jerry Roehr 

 
Jerry Roehr, John Hall, Bill Hilash, and 

Roland Biber with Grant Pronishen�s new 
sign. Photo via John Hall 

 
CASARA Winnipeg, through a contact with 17 
Wing Public Affairs Officer and CASARA member 
Capt. Dave Muralt, was invited to participate in the 
static display.  We parked two aircraft beside �our� 
tent which housed our CASARA display. During 
the course of the day Kris Lapointe, John Hall, 
Roland Biber, Peter Banman, Bill Hilash and Jerry 
Roehr explained CASARA�s mandate to many of  



 
Armed Forces Day at Portage la Prairie 31 May continued 

 
the 8,000 visitors.  A special thank you goes to 
Grant Pronishen, who refinished an attractive 
CASARA �attention-getter� sign. 

CASARA Winnipeg will continue to promote 
aviation safety at least two other fly-ins this 
summer.

 
Where Is That Darned ELT? Sioux Lookout 24 May 

By Al Fraser 
 
While participating in the spotter training in 
Kenora, we had just completed our first flight and 
were getting ready to take the next spotters out for 
their flight when a call came from JRCC asking that 
a plane go to Sioux Lookout to find an ELT. As this 
was in Thunder Bay’s Zone, the co-ordinators felt 
that it should be one of their planes that was 
dispatched, but they didn�t have a certified 
navigator. Jerry Roehr asked if I would fly as 
navigator with the T. Bay crew. I agreed and started 
looking for the charts for that area. The only chart 
available that covered the whole area was a WAC 
chart dated 1995 with a 1:1,000,000scale, but it 
would have to do. That was a novel experience 
trying to pinpoint our location when many of the 
smaller lakes didn�t appear on the map. On arrival 
in Sioux Lookout, we arranged for transportation 
and started to look. 
 
JRCC had calculated that the signal was coming 
from the vicinity of the float plane base on the 
waterfront in Sioux Lookout, so that was the first 
place we started to look. Chris Chadwick used the 
hand held homer, and Marlyn Seitz used a hand 
held radio. They made a great team. They used both 
instruments to track, and confirm each other’s 
findings as we searched. The first signal appeared to 
be from a hangar with a Super Cub, but that turned 
out to be a failure. After that, we started to move 
away from the base as that was what the 
instruments were telling us. We moved to several 
different locations in the town, getting different  
readings that were very confusing, so we tried going 

to another float plane base 
in the area, with no luck. 
Back to town and again the 
signal seemed to be from 
the float base so we decided 
to go back and check some 
of the other planes at the 
dock. 
 
As we drove down a back alley Marlyn took the 
antenna off the radio to check the signal strength. 
We got a very strong signal as we passed a hotel. 
Chris and Marlyn circled the hotel several times and 
all the indications were that the ELT was at that 
location. After contacting the hotel manager and 
checking several rooms upstairs, we moved along 
the windows on the lower level and got a very 
strong signal from room number one. We tried to 
contact the guest without success. The manager was 
reluctant to go into the room without the guest 
being present but when we said we would get the 
OPP to assist us, he relented and opened the door . 
Inside we found a hand bag with some head-sets 
and other electronics, and a hand held ELT. It was 
armed and the radio confirmed that it was 
transmitting. We turned it off ,and wrote up a card 
advising the owner that we had turned it off . 
 
    After informing JRCC that we were successful, 
we returned to the airport, fuelled the plane, and 
Pilot Steve Hunsburger filed for our return to 
Kenora.



 
Kenora LOWSAR Spotter Exercise 23 – 24 May 

By Jerry Roehr 
 

 
The aircraft line-up at Kenora, with a Thunder Bay aircraft, two Winnipeg aircraft, and two Thunder Bay 
aircraft visible from left. Photo by Ron Bay 
 
This Kenora Lake of the Woods Search and Rescue 
(LOWSAR) spotter training exercise takes place on 
an annual basis. Leadership for the exercise rotates 
between CASARA Thunder Bay and CASARA 
Winnipeg. The objective is to provide classroom 
training and flying spotter training for LOWSAR 
members with respect to spotting techniques and 
call-around procedures.  
 
In preparation for this exercise Jerry Roehr co-
ordinated with Thunder Bay, Kenora, and Winnipeg 
with respect to logistics. CASARA Thunder Bay 
prepared the route for the spotter training. 
LOWSAR arranged for a briefing hangar, 
communications trailer, food, etc. and provided 
three targets: an ELT, a tarp and a manned target. 
CASARA Winnipeg arranged for Winnipeg aircraft 
and Tim Spiece provided a boat target.  
 
Jerry Roehr and Trevor Mueller participated in the 
classroom spotter training in Kenora on Friday. By 
Saturday, the Winnipeg crews had received written 
briefing notes detailing crew assignments.  Crews 
departed from St. Andrews and arrived in Kenora 
on time for a 9:00 am briefing, conducted by the 

overall exercise co-ordinator, CASARA Thunder 
Bay Zone Commander Jason Hughes. Besides the 
four Winnipeg aircraft, three Thunder Bay aircraft 
were crewed with LOWSAR spotters, based on 
weight.  Winnipeg aircraft flew two missions and 
two Thunder Bay aircraft flew three missions.  
 
Just to make things more interesting and exciting, 
one Thunder Bay aircraft with Winnipeg navigator 
Al Fraser was tasked to respond to a JRCC Trenton 
call-out to successfully locate an ELT in a hotel 
room in Sioux Lookout, Ontario.  
 
All participants responded well to a number of crew 
and assignment changes as well as flight delays for 
the purpose of safety separation. One Winnipeg 
aircraft departure was delayed to wait for Al Fraser 
to return from Sioux Lockout for the flight back to 
St. Andrews   
 
All participants agreed that the exercise should be 
deemed successful, but of course there are always 
lessons to be learned for the next time. In 2009 it 
will be Winnipeg’s turn to lead the exercise.

 
LOWSAR members and their mobile headquarters van. Photo via Terry McLeod, LOWSAR


