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Recent Zone Activities 

 
A View from the Spotter�s Seat � Western Canada SAR Ex Red Deer 8 � 10 August 

By Kim Paulenko 

       
Winnipeg crew Jim Bell, Kim Paulenko, Jen 
Peterson (Whitehorse), and John Carley 

Manitoba crew Norm Griffiths (Brandon), John 
Hall, Val Uffelman (The Pas), and Grace Schedler

 
Each year, CASARA members from around 
Western Canada meet to participate in a joint 
exercise, to test their interoperability and meet and 
learn from other CASARA members. This year�s 
SAREx was held in Red Deer, Alberta. It was 
attended by over one hundred members, including 
people from Inuvik and Whitehorse, and fifteen 
airplanes. Winnipeg�s team was Jim Bell, John 
Carley, Kim Paulenko, and Lacey Smith. 
Manitoba�s team was John Hall, Norm Griffiths 
(Brandon), Grace Schedler, and Val Uffelman (The 
Pas). John Davidson, Elaine Davidson, and Terry 
Lumb also represented the province, working in 
ground roles. 
 
Winnipeg�s airplane, FNMO, left St.Andrews 
Airport around 1300 hrs. The skies were clear and 
we headed for Dauphin, and then on to Saskatoon 
for fuel stops. En route from Saskatoon to Red 
Deer, we encountered a few thunderstorms and had 
to divert around them. 
  
When we landed in Red Deer, most of the 
CASARA members were assembled. We then had a 
briefing on what events would take place the next 
day. 

Search areas were given out and the pilots and 
navigators were plotting out their search areas. 
During that time, a storm hit and the light show was 
incredible. The sky was lit up and thunder was 
cracking all around us. It poured rain for a few 
hours. Then everything went black. Crews dug out 
their flashlights, and finished detailing their search 
zones. 
  

 
Some of the crowd waiting for the first evening�s 
briefing at Red Deer. Photo by John Davidson 
 
Friendly CASARA members from Red Deer drove 
shuttles to take the crews back to their hotels. We 
stayed at the Black Knight Inn, a very nice facility. 
After a short night�s sleep we were back at the base 
for 0745 hrs. Everyone was ready to fly. There were 



some delays waiting for fuel. Everyone wanted to 
go at the same time. Wings over Canada, a tv show 
about aviation, was there interviewing CASARA 
members about the upcoming searches and how 
they were going to do on the search tasks. 
 
 

 
Norm Griffiths enjoys his brown bag lunch at 
Stettler airport, northeast of Red Deer. Photo by 
John Hall 
 
All CASARA members were eager to get up in the 
air and perform the search exercise. Some crews 

flew over the �rocks� (Rocky Mountains) and 
others over hilly terrain, lakes, and flat lands. After 
calling in our suspected targets� NOCLs, we 
returned to base, debriefed and had a few hours to 
relax. 
 
Everyone gathered back at the base for a good hot 
dinner. Stories were shared about the day�s events. 
Crews were from all over Western Canada, BC, 
Yukon, Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba. 
  
I was very impressed with the dedication and sense 
of teamwork everyone brought to the search 
exercises. This was very beneficial for me, being a 
new spotter trying to learn all I could about how to 
better my skills. The rest of the evening was spent 
meeting CASARA members, sharing stories, and 
having fun. 
  
Sunday morning, up early and ready to fly again. 
Search areas were provided and teams flew off to 
find their targets. We all met back at the base for 
lunch and debriefed. Teams then departed back to 
their home CASARA zones. 
  
What an experience!! I was fortunate enough to be 
able to fly with and search with an awesome crew, 
and meet so many nice people who all had the same 
goal in common. 
 
Spotter in training and still flying high 
Kim Paulenko 
 
 

 

 
A thunderstorm rolls in towards the Red Deer airport. Fifteen CASARA airplanes were tied down in the infield, 
but there was no damage. There was hail damage in the town of Red Deer, though. 



Herc Call Out 26 July 
By Kris Buschau-Lapointe 

 
At approximately 2255 hours on Saturday, July 26, 
2008 while calling it a night, I received a call from 
Jim Bell, asking if I was available to leave on a 
Herc for a search, within the hour.  My immediate 
reply was yes, but with no further details at this 
time as to circumstance or destination. 
  
My immediate thoughts were possibly far north and 
cold - be prepared for anything.  Even though we 
had been hot in the house all evening, my thoughts 
turned to a winter parka and cold weather clothes, 
etc.  These are almost all packed and sitting by the 
front door waiting for a callout.  One last thing I had 
to do was retrieve my ID and passport from a 
different set of suitcases which were packed and 
ready to go on our family vacation for Valleyfair, 
MN, in slightly more than 24 hours. 
  
I loaded and drove to 17 Wing where I advised the 
commissionnaire who I was and that I was arriving 
for a search and rescue flight.  He waved me 
through with directions to Hangar 16. Upon arrival 
at approximately 2350 hours I parked and, upon 
using the security phone outside the hangar door, 
was advised by Base Ops that the search was 
cancelled.  I had already been met by Jim Bell, 
Ernie Gross, Tom Park, and then Patrick Buat. 

  
We were greatly disappointed 
at missing out on assisting on 
this search in a Herc to the 
Norman Wells area, which is 
west of Great Bear Lake and 
less than 120 miles from the 
Arctic Circle.  In spite of 
being cancelled, I felt that 
this was good dry run 
practice for an actual call out.  We all returned 
home shortly after midnight. 
  
Before I left the house I told my family I would call 
and let them know approximately how long I might 
be gone. They were glad to hear the key in the door, 
and I had to settle for other excitement, such as a 
ride on Power Tower and the Steel Venom to 
conceal my disappointment on missing out on the 
above opportunity.  My fellow spotters and I look 
forward to assisting on a future call out! 
 
Only one survivor was found out of a group of five 
people who were travelling by boat on the 
MacKenzie River. – Ed. 

 
ELT Search Exercise 22 July 

By Jerry Roehr 
 
On February 1, 2009, the satellites will only track 
the signal from a 406 Mhz Electronic Locator 
Transmitter (ELT). The tracking for the 121.5 Mhz 
signal will be discontinued. So why do we still train 
to locate the current ELT 121.5 signal?  
 
Just because the Joint Rescue Coordination Centre 
(JRCC) in Trenton will no longer give us taskings 
to find ELTs, these signals will still be set off and 
other airplanes and air traffic control will hear the 
signal. It will continue to be our job to find them 
and to turn them off. So on a Tuesday night not too 
long ago, we trained again.  
 
The participation consisted of 2 aircraft, 1 vehicle, 
and 12 personnel, with the objective to find an ELT 
from the air by first locating it with the aural null 

homing method and thereafter 
confirming the ELT location by 
using the L’elper homer 
method.    
 
An ELT was placed west of 
Beausejour, and a second 
ELT was placed east of the St. Andrews Airport, 
outside the airport fence. The first aircraft departed 
for the ELT air search while the second aircraft 
started the ground search. Eventually the roles for 
both aircraft were reversed. A separate ground team 
was also dispatched from the St. Andrews Airport.  
 
What did we learn? It takes practice to become 
good at the aural null and the L’elper will do the job 
much better and certainly much quicker. Unless the 


