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We had our very first Night Vision Goggle (NVG)
training course on Monday, Oct 6th, 2008. | found it
to be agood course, asit helped us get familiar with
the NV Gs the military use. These skills are good to
have, should you be on an actual where you will
need to have the NV Gs set up right for you. Not
having the NV Gs in focus or set up comfortably can
make the difference in seeing the target or missing
them all together.

Leaving the training centre that night, | admit |
reflected on the number of times NV Gs were used
on actualsthat | was aware of. | knew that it was
only a handful of times over the few years that |
have been with CASARA.. 1 ill felt that the course
was a good one to have, but it I wondered when we
would get to apply what we learned.

As it would happen, | got aanswer to that question
two days later on Wednesday Oct 8th, 2008, when |
got acall out for a search over Lake Huron. JRCC
requested NV G trained membersto go. The
CASARA crew detailed for the search were Darlene
Searcy, Kris Buschau-Lapointe, Bill Evans, and me.

We took off at 6:25 pm local time, in search of a 24
foot pontoon boat missing for over aday. They had
estimated that it would be 2 hours and 20 minutes to
get to the area. Asthiswasgoingto beaNVG
search, the SAR Techs had brought on board extra
sets, so there ended up being one for each member.
With having our own sets, we used some of the
flight time to put them together and set them up to
our comfort. Thiswas time well spent.

By Tim Spiece

As the search was going to be
over water, we were also
given life vests to wear when
we got on search.

We were asready aswe
could be.

They believed we would be

searching at alevel of 500 feet with a cloud ceiling
of 700 feet. The water state was an estimated 3
metre seas. Thiswas clearly going to be an
interesting search in challenging conditions.
Obvioudly, it would have been horribly more
difficult, if not impossible, without NV Gs.

It should be noted that already on search were
several vessels from the Ontario Provincial Police,
one Canadian Coast Guard vessel, aswell as
another Hercules from Trenton, which was the on
scene command. The Hercules from Trenton had
already been searching for aday, and had just
swapped out their crew for afresh one.

However, while we were 25 minutes back from our
Commence Search Point, the lost boater was found.
We were not able to get any other information on
how he was found or his condition before we were
sent back to Winnipeg, landing at 10:30 pm local.

While we were able to do everything with the
NV Gs but search, it was not hard to see that
everyone aboard was a lot more at ease with the
NV Gs as aresult of training with them.



Twenty nine members attended the night vision
goggle (NVG) training session on Monday 6
October. The session consisted of a classroom
introduction and a bit of hands on, followed by a
short trip out to afarmer s field near St Andrews for
some practical experience. One member was
dispatched through the sodden ditch to act as a
target, while others viewed aflashlight, a glowstick,
alaser pointer, and a digital camera flash through
the NVGs. An attempt to demonstrate aflare fizzled
when the flare proved to be a dud.

From the classroom session, we learned that NV Gs
need some ambient light to work, asthey rely on
amplifying light; that the back of the Herc must be
in total darkness while NVGs are in use, dueto
reflections on the spotter doors, thus making it
rather dangerous to move around; that thereis no
specific process for doing the seat swap; and that
the NV Gs must be adjusted for each user.

The new night vision goggles used by the military

Moe Shpak and Kris Buschau-Lapointe use the NVGs
Photos by Robert Dearden

A view through the NVGs
Photo by Robert Dearden

This session was presented by Capt Ben Toenders,
435 Sgn CASARA Liaison Officer, and MCpl
Kaulin Damron, 435 Sgn SARTech. CASARA
Winnipeg thanks both Ben and Kaulin for their
assistance.




September 27, 2008, 12:40 pm, ELT

While on a CASARA training flight with Al
Northam in his C182, Jerry Roehr received a call
from Sgt Pete Gauthier of Trenton JRCC, inquiring
if CASARA would be willing to go to Red Laketo
locate an ELT signal. Roehr accepted the tasking
and said he would call back for details as soon he
returned to the CASARA Training Centre at St
Andrews Airport.

As Jerry and his navigator were ready to go, Jerry
called zone commander Jim Bell to find a spotter
and report back. Jim Bell called five spotters and
Bill Evans agreed to be at St Andrews within 45
minutes.

Jerry called JRCC and received details of the
tasking. The ELT had a strong confidence factor
and was plotted at 26 nm northwest of the Red Lake
Airport at 51:13 N 094:24 W at alake, but could not
be heard at the airport. CASARA wasto fly to that
location and carry out an expanding square with 5
mile spacing at 5,000' ASL. It was agreed to
communicate through the Winnipeg flight service
station.

Just when our crew was about to take off, JRCC
called Jerry and informed him that a floatplane had
located an aircraft parked at alake, landed, located
the pilot, and the ELT wasturned off. Timely, and
the prior establishment as to how to communicate
saved the mission from being launched
unnecessarily. There was very good communication
between JRCC and CASARA, areal partnership
feeling.

By Jerry Roehr
September 29, 2008, 08:30 am, Missing Boat

At his office, Jerry Roehr received a telephone call
from Sgt Pete Gauthier of JRCC Trenton,
reguesting four spottersto crew on a CC-130 for a
search for amissing hunter near Pond Inlet,
Nunavut. Because the CC-130 was unserviceable at
that time, spotters had one hour to report to Hangar
16, CFB Winnipeg. Roehr accepted the task.

It took 17 telephone calls to our qualified spotter
members who were current before a crew of four
could be reported to JRCC Trenton. Bob Miller, Bill
Evans, Helmut Giersch, and Al Fraser answered the
callout.

At 16 Hangar, they received a briefing from
Aircraft Commander Capt Mike Mroz. A 15 year
old male was reported to be adrift near Pond Inlet in
asmall 6 foot white boat without a motor. The
search was to be a CLA in an area bound on the
south by 72:44.99 N, 079:25.18 W, and 72:47.00 N
080:14.36 W and on the north by 73:05.3 N. Search
altitude and visibility would be 1,000 and 1 nm. He
also advised that the aircraft was unserviceable at
that time, and if it could not be repaired within an
hour, the mission would likely be scrubbed as there
would be insufficient time to search before
darkness.

About 1.5 hours later, we received word that the
mission was stood down, and the spotters returned
home.

October 8, 2008, 3:34 pm, Missing Boat

At his office, Jerry Roehr received a call from Capt
Mike Y oung, JRCC Trenton, requesting four night
vision goggle rated spotters for a CC-130 search
aircraft. The search wasto be carried out over the
south side of Lake Huron for a missing pontoon
boat with one male on board. Spotters wereto
report to 435 Squadron by 17:00 hrs.

Since JRCC specifically requested night vision
qualified spotters, Jerry was proud to report that,

just two days before, we finally, for the first time,
had 15 spotters quaified for night vision. Jerry
called Jim Bell to obtain the names of those
gpotters. It was agreed that Jim would do the call
out and report back to Roehr. Darlene Searcy, Bill
Evans, Kris Bushau-Lapointe, and Tim Spiece were
available and responded to the call-out. This flight
made it off the ground, but was called back before
reaching the search area. See Tim Spiece's report
for more information.



Each crew was tasked to locate one of 2 ELTs using
both aural null and homer techniques. One was
reported southeast of Winnipeg, and the other
southwest. The first was located approximately
2.8NM west of Landmark. The second was located
at approximately 3.9 NM southeast of Starbuck.

From Bill Karras exercise report

Aircraft wereto proceed directly to the respective
search areas from St Andrews airport. Upon
completion of the search, aircraft were instructed to
contact base for instructions. They were then
ordered to return to base. Both aircraft located the
targets successfully.

Our story begins with the decision to send ateam
from Manitoba to the National SARex in Thunder
Bay. Names were submitted from the different
zones in Manitoba and the four people selected
were pilot John Hall, spotters Grace Schedler and
Ron Malcolm (from Swan River) and me as nav.

The original plan was to leave St Andrews on the
22nd and return on the 28th, but as our departure
date approached, we noted that there was a large
rain system approaching from the west and was due
to arrive on the 22nd, so we got permission to leave
aday early. It was agood thing we did. As it

turned out if we had waited, we wouldn t have gone
at all because the system hung around for a couple
of days.

Our flight plan was to transit to Dryden, top up our
fuel and then proceed to Thunder Bay. The Flight
Sup noted that fuelling was available until 5:00 pm
on Sundays. To our dismay we found the fuelling
station closed. We called the agent and were
informed that there would be 2 $100.00 call out
charge. Another call back to Manitoba got
authorization to go ahead, so we called the agent
and he showed up a couple of minutes later. We
think he was just around the corner some place but
there wasn t much we could do about it... or was
there? A bit of skillful negotiating by John resulted
in the fee being reduced to $10.00. Once refuelled,
we checked the weather and were informed that
there was another system with thunderstorms just to
the north of our course, but we should be okay to
carry on. Aswe flew past Ignace and Upsala, we
could see the dark clouds and lightning to the north
and bright sky to the south. On our approach into

By Al Fraser

Thunder Bay, the weather started to change with the
cloud getting lower to about 2500 ft, and the
hillsrising to 1800 ft. Fortunately thisdidn t last too
long and we soon had the airport in sight, where we
landed without incident. We put the plane to bed
and checked in to the Travelodge.

Monday morning we repositioned the plane from
the Shell station, across the airport to the ramp at
Confederation College. Then we went to the
Northern Air Charters hangar, to register and pick
up our van (each crew got their own vehicle). While
we were at the registration, we put our namesin

to participate in tandem parachute jJumps, which we
subsequently did not get drawn to do. With nothing
else scheduled for the day we took the van and did a
bit of shopping , then drove to Mount McKay to do
some sightseeing. There is a spectacular view of the
city, harbour, and surrounding countryside, from the
parking lot located halfway up the mountain. A
number of photos were taken by Grace and John,
but Grace's pictures were accidentally erased while
viewing them later. After the mountain, we drove
down to the harbour and looked &t the grain
terminals, but unfortunately there were no grain
carriers loading, or in the harbour, so on to find
bathing suits for Grace and John so they could take
advantage of the pool and hot tub at the hotel.

Monday evening there was a meet and greet a the
Victoria Inn, where all the participants of the
SAREX got together for snacks and beverages and
getting to know one another. The various squadrons
dressed in different themes such as Vikings, Nerds,
Voyageurs, and one that we weren't sure what they
were (flashing lights on their heads and long horns
that they blew most of the evening).



Tuesday morning there was a mass briefing at the
Valhallathat took up most of the morning, followed
by a separate CASARA briefing, where we were
advised the CASARA teams would be slotted in
between the military competitors. There were to
have been six CASARA teams and Manitoba was
number six but as the team from St. Catherines was
unable to attend due to weather and the team from
North Bay was delayed for the same reason, we
were moved up to number four. At thistime we
were issued a bag containing at-shirt, CASARA
wind jacket, a couple of hats and some other
assorted goodies. Then it was time to get some
lunch, so we went to Joe s Place (all you can eat
fish and chips). While we were there we received a
call asking if we were available to go for aride on
the CH-149 Cormorant.

We jumped at the opportunity and were soon
boarding for what wasto be a thirty minute ride
around the area. Taking off from the airport, we
travelled out over the bay and flew around some
islands, taking in the beautiful fall colours and
getting to seethe terrain, then we moved inland and
looked for Kakabeka falls. This proved futile but it
did extend our ride for an additional fifteen minutes
before returning to the base. That ended the
activities for Tuesday.

Wednesday morning we checked in and were
advised that we were not scheduled to fly that day,
so we decided to drive out to Kakabeka fallsto take
in the sights and check out the surrounding terrain.

While at the falls, we talked to some tourists and
local people and explained what all the low flying
planes and helicopters were doing, then back to the
base to see how things were progressing. No change
inour status, so back to the hotel to kick back

and visit with some of the other participants. There
were several crews from the USA participating in
the competition, and they had a suite (room #155)
that became known as Bar 155 . They had brought
aconsiderable supply of beverages with them and

that room became party central, with activities
going on until the wee small hours each evening.
This did nothing for the sleep of the people
scheduled to fly the next day, but nobody
complained too much.

Kakabeka Falls internet image

Finally it was our turn to fly on Thursday, so we
attended a weather briefing at 07:30 am, then off to
breakfast, then back for aweather update at 10:15.
At 11:00, we met with the briefing officer, who
detailed what we wereto do. At 11:30 we went to
the CASARA planning room to do our map work
under the watchful eye of a CASARA judge. We
had thirty minutesto get everything ready and then
off to the plane. At the plane John carried out the
safety briefing , again under the watchful eye of
another judge, who asked some questions about
flight safety and planning, then engine start at
15547. We transitted to the search area and
commenced aCLA at 1616Z. On our first leg Grace
called the plane around four times, spotting a boat,
airplane parts (which required a couple of passesto
confirm the registration on the fuselage and get a
GPS fix), an orange tarp in a marsh, and another
object which looked like aircraft floats. On the
second leg we had progressed about half way down
the leg when Grace became ill. At this point we
terminated the search and radioed Ops to inform
them of the situation and that we were returning to
base.



After further queries by Ops, we declared a medical
emergency and requested that SARTechs meet us
on arrival. As we entered the control zone, the
tower cleared all other traffic away and cleared us
straight in for adownwind landing. At 17157, we
touched down at 87 knots, then turned on to the
active runway and taxied at a considerable speed to
the ramp at Confederation College, where we met
by an ambulance, two fire trucks, and a number of
SARTechs. Grace was placed in the ambulance and
taken to the hospital to be checked out.

John Kelly and the Chaplain went to the hospital to
follow up on Grace's condition. (She later reported
that when she saw the Chaplain she thought they
were there to give her the last rites, but fortunately
that was not the case.) After being thoroughly
checked it was determined that there was nothing
seriously wrong and she was released for usto pick
up and we returned to the hotel.

The next day Grace felt able to carry on, and we
were told to be at the base to complete the final 22
minutes of search time that we had remaining, and
then carry on with the balance of exercise. The
weather was not great and we told to report at
10:00, no go, then again at 12:00, till no go, 14:00,
another delay and finally 16:00. The weather still
had not improved so we were ssood down. Maybe
Saturday.

That evening there was a participants social at
HMCS Griffon, where we had barbequed
hamburgers, smokies, snacks, and beverages. While
the social was going on, athunderstorm moved in
and put on quite a light show and a downpour. We
still hoped to complete the search the next day, so
we left early to be well rested and ready the next
morning.

Saturday morning we were at the base at 07:45. We
were the only crew left to finish the competition,
but the wesather was not co-operating, and the storm
the night before had knocked out the power to the
whole west end of the city. There were no lights, no
radios, and all the computers were down so it didn t
look good for us, but we were determined to finish
if at all possible. While we were waiting, we
discussed Ops using hand held radios to
communicate when we got up, and they agreed that

that would work for a while until we got out of
range. Now we wait once again . Finally after 4%o
hours, the weather let up enough for usto launch.
We flew to the point where we had terminated
earlier, and resumed the CLA. When that was
complete, we were diverted to a point east of
Thunder Bay to carry out an air ELT search. Once
we had narrowed that down to the small town of
McKenzie, we returned to base and then drove 36
km to meet with a briefing team and carry out a
ground ELT search. On the drive out one of the
judges accompanied us and did a debrief on our
CLA search. Once we met the ground team, we
mounted the vehicle antennae and started our
search. After a couple of false starts, we narrowed
the search area down to the point where we could
use the hand held antenna. Shortly after that the
ELT was located and shut off.

Now we were given a new task of discussing the
management and care of the crash scene and
victims. This is something that is totally new and
something that we should train for in the future.

Finally we were finished. Now we had to return to
Thunder Bay and get ready for the awards banquet,
which was due to tart in about 20 minutes. No time
to get all showered and cleaned up, just change into
the proper attire and drive out to Old Fort

William .

The CASARA team from Thunder Bay finished in
first place and will go to Gander, Newfoundland
next year. The rest of uswerent told where we
placed but it was a good learning experience and if
the opportunity presents itself in the future,
members should try to get involved.

Sunday morning we arrived at the airport at 07:30
to turn in our van get ready to depart for St
Andrews. There had been a heavy dew overnight,
and we found the plane had a fine coating of ice on
most of the surfaces. We were able to get some
warm water from the College and melt the ice, and
get ready to depart. Engine start at 08:33 and transit
direct to CYAV aswe had favourable wind that
enabled usto bypass Dryden for refuelling. Engine
off at 16:10, put our gear away and off to home.



Training

By Jim Bell

will resume next month, once my typing finger has hea led.

Notices

The provincial joint exercise, scheduled for the weekend of 24 October, has been cancelled due to lack of funds
at the provincial level. We hope to hold this exercise in the spring, if funds are available.

From the Jumpseat Facebook group

I'm excited to announce the details of the 2nd familiar with Terry from having attended one of his
Jumpseat session. Mr. Terry McClymont, a Captain Aerocourse seminars — those who have can attest to
and development instructor with a major Canadian value of histeaching style, and his practical and
airline, will lead the presentation, which will focus realistic approach.

on the dynamics of the cockpit, including

communication, self awareness, and (Thisactivity will be held at the Western Canada
professionalism. Aviation Museum. It is not a CASARA activity, but

we encourage our membersto attend.)
In addition to hisroles as an Airbus Captain and as
apilot interviewer for the airline, some may be

Coming Events

Meet at the Training Centre unless noted. Remember to check the recorded message at
Exercise end times are estimates. 338-7185 before coming out for an exercise.
Changes are highlighted in yellow.

October

Ground ELT Wednesday 19:00 15 Oct 08 22:00 Co-ordinator Jerry Roehr Description Le arnto

Training Session 15 Oct 08 use our ELT ground homing equipment, including
the car kit and the walk-around kit.

Jumpseat Seminar Tuesday 19:00 21 Oct 08 22:00 Co-ordinator JmBel Location Western

Attributes of 21 Oct 08 Canada Aviation Museum, 958 Ferry Road -

Strong Crew Description - This session will focus on the

Members dynamics of the cockpit, induding communication,
sdlf awareness, and professionalism. Thisisnot a
CASARA activity, but we recommend that all our
flying members attend. This session is sponsored by
the local aviation community, it s free, and open to
all.







